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Synodontis nigrita* 


Cuvier & VALENCIENNES, Hist. Poiss. 15. p. 265, pl. cccxli (1840) : Gtinraer, Cat. Fish., V. P. 
214 (1864) ; STEINDACHNER, Sitzb. AK. Wien. 61. i. 1870, p. 535 ; Varrant, N. Arch. Mus. (3) 53. 
Hemisynodontis nigrita, BrnggKER, Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk, i. 1863, p. 55. 


Body moderately compressed, its depth three to three and three-fourths times in 
the total length, the length of the head three to three and a halt times. -----: , eye supero- 
lateral, its diameter four to five and one-third times in the length of the head, 

Mouth with moderately developed lips; Praemaxillary teeth forming a short and 
broad band ; movable mandibular teeth not more than half the length of the eye, 30 to 
35 in number. Maxillary barbel with a rather broad marginal membrane in its basal 
third, once to once and two-thirds the length of the head, reaching between the anterior 
and the posterior fourth of the pectoral spine ; mandibular barbels with short, tubercu- 
lar branches, inserted on a straight transverse line, the outer about twice as long as the 
inner. . Skin smooth, without villositus. Dorsal fin with 17 rays, 
the spine strong, straigth or feebly curved, smooth in front, serrated behind, three- 
fourths to once the length of the head, with a short terminal filament. Adipose dorsal 
fin twice and two-thirds to three times as long as deep. «o . Anal fin round- 
ed, with 12 or 13 rays, 8 or 9 of which are branched, ss . Ventral 
fin rounded, reaching the anal or not quite so far. Caudal fin deeply forked. --.--..---- ; 

The very young are brown, with two or three irregular wavy, dark-edged light 
transverse bands on the caudal portion of the body, and spotted all over with blackish, 
these spots sometimes forming crossbands; a light, dark-edged streak from the eye to 
the end of the snout ; belly brown, with round darken spots; the fins are blackish, 
except the caudal, which is whitish with three to five very regular black transverse 
bando Apre caet an 


The adult varies from brown or alive to blackish, with more or less numerous 
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round black spots, and the bands on the caudal fin, the ground-colour or which is pale 

grey, are more numerous and less regular, or replaced by transverse series of spots ; 

the lower parts are brown or blackish or without round black spots, iris grey. 
This species does not appear to reach a large size. Our largest specimen measures 

only 170 mm. 
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